
I nexpensi ve 
overall roof Banbury Connections is t/ie title of a large - 16m x 7.3m -
00 layout constructed in New Soutli Wales but representing 
British outline old and new. CHRISTOPHER DAY of the 
group of modellers behind it set himself the task of building 
a 54" long overall roof for the equivalent of £10.00. 

W
hen I first conceived the 
concept of a substantial 
arched train shed at our 

recently completed 00 gauge 
Birkenhead Woodside station 
(one of seven major termini on 
the Banbwy Connections layout), 
1 believed it v^fould be an 
extremely complex and costly 
project for a pretty destitute 20-
year-old just completing his 
accounting degree! 

Little did 1 know that through 
careful asset management 1 
could construct the train shed 
fully for a mere SIO Sterling and 
in under a week. Although the 
arch was to be placed at 
Birkenhead Woodside station, 
the design used was inspired 

more by London Kings Cross and 
Bradford Exchange stations. 

Donated plywood 
The first challenge was the fabri
cation of the two side walls on 
which the steel superstructure 
would rest, in order to reduce 

cost, 1 used a sheet of plywood 
kindly donated by the nearby 
Newcastle & Fassifern Railway. 
This sheet proved extremely ver
satile. It was used to construct 
part of our chicken coop, this 
wall and, subsequently, the semi
circular arches of the train shed. 
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A Under construction: the 
^ bespoke-cut strips of 3mm x 

3mm timber have been attached to 
the arches. 

The roof being test-fitted on the k 
terminus, largeiy built from r 
Metcalfe Models kits: elements of 
the rest of the layout are visible in 
the background of this view. 

The wall was cut to shape 
using a jigsaw with each arch in 
the wall requiring careful sawing 
to ensure a consistent finish. In 
order to achieve a stone appear
ance, lines were carefully mea
sured, prior to being scored with 
a Stanley knife. This produced an 
extremely realistic yet low cost 
stone finish. The wall was then 
painted prior to the adding of 
cardboard squares to form the 
capping stone surrounding each 
of the wall's 14 arches. 

Bespoke timber lengths 
The main aspect of the project 
was construction of the 54" long 
train shed. Several materials were 
considered for the elaborate 
arches found in prototypical train 
sheds across the United 
Kingdom. In the end, the ply
wood used for the wall was cho
sen. This provided a low cost yet 
strong base for the connecting frame. Each arch was carefully 

measured with a bow-spring 
compass and cut with my jigsaw 
using a fine blade. In order to 
make the cutting easier, the pen

dulum action on the jigsaw 
was engaged. 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Once the eight 
arches were cut out, 

a suitable method for joining 
them was required. As it is often 
difficult to acquire scale timber 
in such long lengths it was 
deemed that the best course of 
action was to get them cut spe
cially. 

Luckily, Banbury Connections 
is located close to one of the pre

mier outdoor model railway 
scratchbuilders in Australia. After 
paying a visit to my colleague at 
Gibbergunyah Creek Workshops, 
24 lengths of 3mm x 3mm timber 
were cut and supplied. In addi
tion, the lengths that formed the 
base frame for the structure were 
cut. 

Inside the station, with a w 
Morris J lOcwt van about to r 
do the rounds. The model is a 
Classix Pocketbond vehicle. 

^ Overall view of the terminus with Its 
^ handsome roof. A trio of buses, in the 

Birkenhead Transport blue & cream livery dating 
irom 1934, waits outside for custom. 
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As arch painting was predicted to be a long 
and arduous process, extra help was called in 
to get the job completed within a short period 
of time whilst I put the finishing touches on 
the structures support walls. Due to the paint 
consumed in the project, an accounting allo
cation of about SI.00 was required. 

To the railway's benefit, the Home Office 
(Mum) made available an old clear plastic 
tablecloth which was no longer in use. This 
provided a durable yet realistic covering for 
the arch structure. The clear plastic sheet was 
cut to shape and stapled onto the structure 
using a heavy duty staple gun. As glass in the 
19th Century could only be manufactured in 
much smaller panes than today, a form of cov
ering was required to create the illusion of 
small panes. 

If my adding up is to be trusted - I do have 
an accounting and finance degree! - then the 
project comes in at exactly SIO. This demon
strates what a little flexibility, recycling and 
innovation can achieve on a model railway. 

With hindsight... 
Notwithstanding the success of Project 
Woodside a number of areas of improvement 
have been identified. When building the 
structure, 1 measured out the arch supports 
without reference to material availability. 
However, if each arch was spaced to the 
width of the gutter guard roll, it would have 
saved joining the gutter guard sections togeth
er which was aesthetically detracting. 

Furthermore, when applying the clear 
sheeting, it would have been prudent to have 
not stretched it under as much tension, as I 
found that the tension created small ripples in 
places which reflected strongly under light. 
Clear plastic sheet appears to be a preferable 
material and again requires arches to be 
appropriately located. 

The financial implications of such a revised 
specification could push outturn costs up by 
around SIO! 
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